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Charter Day Celebrated..
RCI turned six on March 6. We celebrated our Charter Anniversary on March 8,
with the entire RCI family, District officials and Sister club Presidents &
secretaries.

Our Charter Prez, Rtn. SR Nair, Past Presidents Rtn. Hari, Rtn. Lellulal and Rtn.
Rajeev Vyloppilly fondly reminisced their memories and feelings.  AG DR.
Prakash Chandran, Rtn. Shastry and Rtn. PP Balagopal of RC Cochin North
felicitated RCI.

The March issue of Rocoint, dedicated to Charter Day was released by SR and
Charter Editor Madan. The charter members cut the cake to formally celebrate
the day. The meeting was adjourned for Fellowship, dinner and Music.
RCI will have many more Charter Days for sure; wish each one of them will be as warm and colorful as it was this year.

Dear RCIans,

March is the month for RCI to celebrate.
March 6th, 2002 was the day, our club
was chartered by RI. As in the previous
years, we celebrated our Charter Day in
style. This was an occasion for us to
honour all the Charter Members and Past
Presidents who have toiled hard to take
this club to its present glory. We had all
district officials and sister club Presidents and Secretaries from
Cochin, joining us in our celebrations. We would like to place
on record our thanks to all of them.

We are in the last quarter of the Rotary year. We will focus more,
on building the cohesion between the entire family of RCI, which
has always been our strength in all our projects. We will have
our overnight picnic in the month of April and the half day

outing in May. Also, more of combined meetings
with sister clubs will be in our agenda for the next 3
months.

It is indeed a happy fact for all of us that the new
RCI team is getting geared up. I wish them all the
very best. RCI has always been fortunate to have
good leaders to motivate the members and ensure
good participation in all our activities.

We are marching towards winning the Raymonds
Cricket Trophy for the forth consecutive year. My
best wishes to the team.

We will celebrate Rotary for the next 3 months and
ENJOY…..
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A time to celebrate the global network of Rotary’s official
magazines, which provide valuable information to 1.2
million Rotarians.

The Rotary World Magazine Press consists of 32 magazines
from Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe
that inform, inspire, and entertain in 23 languages. In
addition to The Rotarian, Rotary’s English-language flagship
publication, it offers magazines such as Vida Rotaria
(Argentina), Rotary in Bulgaria, Rotary News and The
Rotary-no-Tomo (Japan).

 The RI Bylaws require all club members to subscribe to
The Rotarian or a Rotary regional magazine. Rotary leaders,
district governors, and club presidents are encouraged to
support magazine editors in their country or region by
submitting story ideas, promoting readership, encouraging
timely subscription payments, and assisting with other
communication efforts.

April is Magazine Month..
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He is riding his bicycle on the solid bridge
of reputation his father has built. An
indispensable ingredient in the RCI
fellowship mix. Who is he?

Ans to B&W March:
Rtn. Mathew C. George

Black & W
hite

Birthdays
0 20 20 20 20 2 Sunitha W/o Dr. Sudheer

0 40 40 40 40 4 Gopika d/o Ravi K

0 80 80 80 80 8 Marlyn d/o Saji K Thomas

1 11 11 11 11 1 Sunil H

1 31 31 31 31 3 Nimisha d/o Rajeev Nair

1 51 51 51 51 5 Meera D/o Manoj Madhav

1 51 51 51 51 5 Mathewson K

1 71 71 71 71 7 Ravi K

2 02 02 02 02 0 Lellulal T G

2 02 02 02 02 0 Dr. Sudheer OV

2 32 32 32 32 3 R. Bindu W/o Balakrishnan A

Anniversaries
2 12 12 12 12 1 Saji K Thomas & Laina
2 52 52 52 52 5 Mathewson & Anju

RCI Votes!
Opinion Poll# 10

C
elebrations ( A

pril)

This summer vacation, what would you want
your children to spend time on?

A. Books   B. Sports & Games C. Acquire new
skills  D. Just Chill

april evokes visuals of konnappoo,
vishukkani and fire works;
the perfect blend of rituals and
festivity..
and the summer holidays too..
wishing all the annettes an
enjoyable summer vacation..

in the rotary calendar, april is
magazine month;  and rocoint just
completed a dozen..
happy reading..

ed
ito

r’s
  t

ho
ug

ht
s..

Lunch with ENP +

ENP +  is a govt approved organisation for

HIV positive people. We had lunch with them
as part of their monthly meeting. More than

sixty people, majority of ladies, attended the

meeting.  Our AG, Dr. Prakash Chandran gave
an inspiring talk to instill confidence in them

to face the challenges. A few people shared

their feelings and experiences with the group.

RCI @ Raymonds Trophy Cricket Tournament..

Reigning champions RCI continues its winning spree in the Raymond Trophy Cricket
Tournament conducted by RC Cochin. In our first match, we defeated RC Cochin North. The
second match was against RC Cochin Knights, which sent the RCI clan into moments of
anxiety, but finished victoriously.  The semi final against Metropolis was cakewalk for RCIans.

Materials to Special Schools..

Ekm Dist Auto Spare Parts Dealers’
Association distributed  Educational
materials and Physiotherapy equipments to
three Special Schools. RCI coordinated with
the schools and facilitated the process.

Obituary

Dr. Prema Bhat, mother of Rtn. Dr. Sanjay
Bhat, passed away on March 19.
She was 81.
Our deepest condolences..

District Officials 2008-’09

Rtn. SR Nair
Chairman, Leadership Development

Rtn. Adv. Lellulal TG
Chairman, Consumer Protection
Member, Communal Harmony & National Integration

Rtn. Rajeev Vyloppilly
Coordinator, Promotion of Club By Laws, Bulletin, Rosters,
Magazines, Classification

Rtn. Abraham George
GGR, Cochin International & Cochin South

Rtn. Mathew C George
Regional Internet Resources Coordinator

Tribute to mother in law..
Dr. Lilan Bhat 

MIL was a ‘Phenomenon’. Having lost her father at a tender age, she roughed it out plastering
mud walls with dung and scrubbing cowshed floors. Determined, daring and ravishing with
an explosive temper, she enacted the ‘Quit India ‘ movement at school to tremendous applause.

      She made it to the first MBBS batch at CMC, Vellore and therein began a long eventful life
and career. As a young medical graduate (barely nineteen years of age), a temple wall came
crashing down upon her cracking her skull and fracturing a thigh bone; a friend lay dead
beside her. Bedridden for almost a year, the attending surgeon.... later became father in
law! Nightmares continued to haunt her each summer.

    MIL went on to specialize in ‘Microbiology’ and nearly succumbed to lab acquired
‘diphtheria’ and ‘tuberculosis’. Contradicting medical fury and to the horror of the attending
obstetrician, she underwent four caesarian sections. After the second, a monkey almost got
away with the pink newborn; during the third, she had a ‘lung embolus’ and the fourth
initially diagnosed as’tumour abdomen’ (in view of her advancing age) was ‘Sanjay’.

     A ‘hysterectomy’ followed. Then a rare and bizarre, ascending paralysis with a mortality of
98%. In desperation, father in law turned to Sai Baba. MIL toured worldwide, lecturing,
taking her ‘culture media’, and evading security checks. Likewise, her four children were
raised with an iron hand. She was the fulcrum of the family. An exceptional cook, she would
rise before dawn; vegetables were cut with the precision of a surgeon’s knife (each potato
cube had to be of equal size, she told me). Chinese, traditional, the all time favourite ‘shepherds’
pie’…each dish had to be perfect. When we visited her, she would make my favourite ginger
pickle and raw mango curry (which Sanjay dislikes).

    Over the next couple of years, she had a dramatic ‘brain hemorrhage’ collapsing on stage in
the midst of a lecture…two strokes followed with relative recovery. She underwent ‘hip
replacement’ surgery but hospital and kitchen work continued unabated. Even, ‘emergency
cardiac bypass’ surgery did not deter her; she would show me the sternum where it hurt. The
recent decline was precipitated by a trivial and probably unwarranted procedure. Eventually
she let go and the race was over.

    With an unbelievable ‘zest’ for life she would accompany us out for a meal on crutches,
elegant as always. Once, she asked me to access her ‘jewel box’ and handed over an equal
share. All purchases were in multiples of ‘four’. Last Diwali she went on her wheelchair to buy
me a gadwal saree...anxiously awaiting my approval.

      MIL was a perfectionist (and therefore difficult). Besides helping to polish my culinary
skills, she tried in vain to instill in me ‘faith’ and ‘a sense of duty’. I remain overwhelmed by
her magnanimous personality. With her shortcomings, she was not perfect, but she was genuine.
When Tanvi asked Sanjay “do you love your father more or your mother” he replied, “I love
my mother and respect my father”.

My regret: I did not express my deep affection for her enough.

I do not know why; when her ‘will’ was disclosed, the largest piece of  ‘jewel’ came to me.

Rotary Aims for Guinness World Record

The effort, called Rotary’s Wide World of books, aims to collect
more than 250000 books at the RI convention in June 2008.
Attendees are encouraged to bring children’s books in their native
language.  The Reading by 9 program will distribute what is
collected to students in kindergarten through third grade in seven
Rotary districts.  The books will form a ‘mountain’ in the atrium
of the LA Convention Centre. Seating will be provided around
the display so convention attendees can read to local school
children.




