
Rotary Cochin International September 2007

www.rotarycochininternational.org
Edited and Printed by Rtn. Manju T.C. for Rotary Cochin International  Designed & Printed at Orakle (for Private Circulation only)

Prez’Voice..

Vol : 6 Issue:  03 Sep 2007
Club ID: 57526      Dist3200
Chartered on 6 March, 2002

Rtn. Wilfrid J. Wilkinson
RI President



Rotary Cochin International September 2007

www.rotarycochininternational.org

How do you view the Night
Shopping in Cochin?

A. Should be regularized

B. Convenient but not safe

C. Good for festival seasons only

RCI Votes!
Opinion Poll# 3

These two big eyes focusing
right into the camera, now act
as the radar of our club. Who is
this?

Email your guesses to
manjutc@gmail.com.

Black & W
hite

C
elebrations ( S
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editor’s thoughts..
a very warm welcome to our DG and first lady.

RCI is a group of individuals with distinct

likes and opinion; yet we speak one language,

in one voice , when it comes to matters that

matter. I do enjoy doing our opinion poll ‘RCI

votes!’. ‘Aspiration on Wheels’ the survey on

RCIans’ preferred vehicles is featured in this

issue .

From GOV to RYLA, september is going to keep

us on our toes.

in september spirits..

...August that was...
cont. from page 1

Beyond RCI.. Happenings in the Rotary world

• Rotary Club of Kowloon East in Hong Kong becomes the first 100% Major Donor
Club, with all forty members contributing US$ 10,000 or more to the Foundation.

• Catherine Noyer-Riveau becomes the only woman elected to the RI Board of
Directors, to date.  She will represent the French speaking Zone 11, from 2008 to
2010.

• RC Indore Meghdoot, RI District 3040, has built a check dam on the river Khan
near Indore, at a cost of Rs. 38 Lakhs.

• RC Jorhat, Assam, has set up a six-bedded Intensive Care Unit(ICU) in Jorhat
Christian Medical Centre, the only one in the revenue district. Aid was received
from the Rotary Foundation(TRF) with an amount of $25000 being sanctioned for
the matching grant project.

blood group each individual was provided with a blood group identity card on behalf of
Amrita Blood Collectors & Donor forum ( ABCD ). There were 125 volunteers registered
for the camp and 85 of them, in the age group of 18 - 65 detected their blood group at the
camp.  Comm. Serv. Director Dr. Sudheer and Mr Ramachandran, a social worker from
Thevakkal are to be thanked for the efficient co-ordination and conduct. AG Dr Prakash
Chandran inaugurated the camp. The camp started by 10 AM and was over by 12.45 PM.
RCIans turned up in good numbers.

We have decided to SPONSOR THE STUDIES of a deserving girl
student from Thevakkal. Chithra, a 11th class student is from a very
humble background.  We have already taken care of the tuition fees,
books and uniform.

We hosted a dinner for the
inmates of Infant
Jesus Orphanage at
Vyttila on 4 August
and a lunch for the
inmates of Sree
Narayana Sevika
Samaj orphanage, Alwaye on 18 August.

Speaker Meetings -
Effective Waste Management
On August 8, RCI family was all ears to the

informative speech
made by Mr. Sherif,
Deputy Manager,
H a r i t h a n a g a r i
Project, VFPCK,
Cochin, further to
our Mouse Story. 
He spoke on Vermi
Composting, which

he said would save your money, help you
remain healthy, makes your vegetable garden
provide good healthy food and give a lot of
mental peace by doing such a noble deed for
self and society. Most of the members have
signed up to buy the Vermi Compost Jars.
 

Know your Rotary
The second talk in the Know your Rotary
series was delivered by Rtn. K.N. Shastry, on
the Avenue of Intenational Services on
Aug 15. 

He started with his experiences in celebrating
Independence Day, while he was is
Switzerland on a
Rotray program,
followed by the
details on the
R O T A R Y
INTERNATIONAL
mission to Serve
others, to promote
high ethical
standards, advance
world understanding and peace.
 
Shastry explained GSE training, Youth
Exchange, Peace Scholars, Ambassadorial
Scholars, Polio  Plus programme, Matching
Grants, Flag Exchange, International
Convention and E-Clubs in detail.

Classification Talk
We had our first
classification talk
of the year by Reji
Raman, on
August 22. The
topic was
‘ M a r k e t i n g
Research’. He
touched upon the
intricacies of his profession in layman’s
language. A lively interaction ensued.

Board Meeting
We had the second Board meeting at Jt.
Secretary Cinu’s residence on 23 August. The
discussions were mainly on RYLA, GOV and
other future projects.

Club Assembly
We had our customary AG’s club assembly,
prior to the District Governor s official visit,
on 29 August.  
AG Dr.  Prakash Chandran appreciated the
club for the performance and the track record
we hold in various activities.  The reports
presented by
the five
directors of
d i f f e r e n t
avenues of
s e r v i c e s ,
s h o w c a s e d
the activities
under taken
till date and the future plans.  AG reviewed
the reports and gave his suggestions for future
projects.

Interact at Don Bosco
The first meeting of the year took place on
August 6th at Don Bosco School Auditorium.
The installation of the new board will take place
in September

Into The RCI Fold..
In August, the Membership Extension month in the Rotary Calendar, we added two new members into the RCI
family, Mr. Mathewson K and Mr. Mathew KT.  President Aby inducted the new members on August 15, during
our weekly meeting. Most of the RCIans were present with families to welcome the new members.
Mr. Mathewson K did his BTech from MA College of Engineering Kothamangalam. After that he moved to US
and was there for 15 years. During this period he did an MBA from University of Newada and worked for
various IT companies.  He set up his own IT company and now is back to India and is focusing on the hotel

industry.. He is the Director of KJM Resorts.  Reading and Music interest him
and in life, he wants to enjoy every aspect of it.
He is happily married to Anju, who is a post-graduate in Commerce. They are
blessed with a five year old daughter, Sneha and a two year old son, Joseph. They are settled at Kakkanad.
Cinu introduced Mathewson to RCI.
Mr. Mathew KT , did his BTech in Civil and is into the field of construction. He is the Managing Partner of
Classic Constructions, a fifteen year old company with 75 completed projects, based at Kakkanad. He is
actively involved in GRACE and is the Zone Vice President of Zone XXII, JCI. He enjoys reading, swimming
and freaking out with his boys and believes in becoming the best in his chosen field.

His wife Petty, a computer engineer, assists him in managing his business. They have three boys, 11 year old Paul, 8 year old Abel and 5 year
old Dani.  They are settled at Kakkanad. Balagopal of RC Cochin West introduced Mathew to RCI.

RYLA- A Prelude..
The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards is being
conducted on Sep 22 & 23, at Youth Hostel, Kakkanad.
This is the fourth year, RCI is conducting RYLA. This
year, celebrating sixty years of Indian Independence,
the program is spun around the theme ‘I Love my
India’.  Eminent faculty will take sessions on
Transformative Leadership, Know your National
Anthem, What can I do for my country and Go Forth
and Serve the Nation.  SR will lead the show.

The preparations are underway. The Annes’ team under
the leadership of New Generation Director Falguni has
taken the initiative in planning the program to the
minutest detail and have taken up the responsibilities
among themselves.

50 students from different schools in and around the
city will participate in this residential program. The

Program will start on September 22 morning and end with lunch the next day. The students
will showcase their talents in the Talent Nite on Sep 22 evening.

Answer to B&W August : Prasanth

Birthdays
0 20 20 20 20 2 Jagan Abraham
0 20 20 20 20 2 Lilan W/o Sanjay Bhat
0 60 60 60 60 6 Dr Alice W/o Dr Siby
1 51 51 51 51 5 Aswathy d/o Prakash
1 71 71 71 71 7 Benny Varghese
2 22 22 22 22 2 Preetha W/o Gibu Mathew
2 32 32 32 32 3 Anija W/o Manoj Madhav
2 52 52 52 52 5 Merena d/o Cinu Thomas
2 52 52 52 52 5 Abdul Salam
2 62 62 62 62 6 Sneha d/o Mathewson K
2 82 82 82 82 8 Reshma w/o Dr. Robin George
2 92 92 92 92 9 Rajeev Vyloppilly
3 03 03 03 03 0 Shifas s/o Abdul Salam

Anniversaries
1 11 11 11 11 1 Pradeep  & Suma
1 31 31 31 31 3 Rajeev Vyloppilly & Letha
1 51 51 51 51 5 Gibu Mathew & Preetha
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Rtn. MPHF L. Narayanaswamy of Rotary Club of Tirupur South, is into the business of
Dyes & Chemicals.

He joined Rotary in the year 1992 and was the President of Rotary Club of Tirupur
South in the year 1996-97. In the district level, he has held offices of GGR, Regional
Coordinator, District Director and District Conference Chairman apart from being a
faculty member of
PETS, District
Seminar and RYLA.

He is the founder
Secretary of Tirupur
South Rotary Electric
Crematorium Trust
and the backbone of
this mega project
costing Rs. 2 crores.
This is a pride project
for Rotary as well as
the people of Tirupur.
Under his
C h a i r m a n s h i p ,
District Conference
left behind a surplus fund, which was utilized to provide water purifiers to 100 clubs in
our district.

Our DG is on the board of many service organizations and trusts. He is the founder
member of Tirupur Dyes and Chemicals Merchants’ Association and remained its
president for six years.

A widely traveled person, he has traveled throughout India and many countries in
Europe, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand and China. He is a person with high level of
confidence, organizing capacity with positive frame of mind, great skills, hard working
and analytical in approach. An epitome of simplicity easily accessible, his ever-present
smile pulls people together and motivates them serve the mankind.

His wife N. Pankayar Selvi is an active Inner Wheel Member and the couple is blessed
with two daughters and one son

August that was...
Community Service Projects

We RCIans, once again, proved our commitment
to community service. We conducted a Blood
Group Detection Camp at Thevakkal, in
association with Amrita Institute of Medical
Science (AIMS) on August 19. This database will
help in developing a Blood Donors Forum.

We had a six member team from AIMS to help us
in Detection of blood group for the volunteers of
Thevakkal and after confirming the respective

....cont. to page 2

Welcome DG..
Dear Friends in Rotary,

August, the membership extension month in the
Rotary calendar, saw RCI adding two new
members to the family - Rtn. Mathew K.T and
Rtn. Mathewson. We welcome the new members
and their families and wish them the very best in
promoting the ideals of Rotary.

On the community services front we had a lunch
and a dinner at two orphanages and conducted
our second medical camp, in association with
Amrita Hospital. We thank the hospital
authorities for their support and congratulate our
Community Service Director Rtn. Dr. Sudhir for
the wonderful show. We have also started
sponsoring the studies of a girl student, Chitra,
at Thevakkal.

We had two speaker meetings, a classification
talk and the first Interact meeting of the year,
during last month.

September will be a very busy month for RCI,
marked by the visit of our beloved DG, Rtn. L.
Narayanaswamy,. We have lined up a few
community service projects during the GOV,
which includes the donation of  computer tables
and providing a well for drinking water to Govt.
U.P. School, Edappally and lunch at Govt. Old
Age Home, Thevara. Let us all join together and
welcome the DG to our club.

We have our fourth RYLA on 22 & 23 of
September. The theme for the program is “ I Love
my India “. As in the previous years, we will be
there in full strength to make it a grand success.
Our Onam celebration will be
on 29/09/07.

Thank you RCI team!

Yours in Rotary

Aby

Rtn. MPHF L. Narayana Swamy
(District Governor, District 3200)

Rtne. N. Pankayar Selvi

T
he question was, which is your

favourite vehicle, and what makes

it so special.

The responses ranged from Dreams

Unlimited to Sensible Transportation

Solutions. From Porshe & Ferrari to Apna

Maruti small cars.  One dreams of a

Hummer, which he believes is the King

of the Road. Another is waiting for

Scorpio Hybrid, for the simple reason

that it is environment friendly. Some

preferred not to think beyond their

current sweetheart, until they grow out

of it. One thing for sure, RCIans are

ruled by their heart as well as head.

When you think of manufacturers, two

seem to have captured the imagination

and trust of most. Toyota and Honda. Toyota

Landcruiser, Corolla, Lexus, Innova and Honda

Civic, CRV, City figure top in the preference list.

Many fondly reminisced Maruti, for

sensible as well as emotional reasons; first

car of many, ‘Anywhere Repair’ and ‘Run

Forever’. They keep upgrading as Maruti

expands its product line.

But the ultimate winner is Mercedez Benz.

The models may differ, but it is clearly on top

of every RCIan’s mind.  As one rightly put it,

“in Kerala society, you have arrived, when you

own a Merc’.  After Merc, it was SUVs , all the way.

The four vehicles featured here figure most in the

wish lists. Happy cruising..
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