
Rotary Cochin International August 2007

www.rotarycochininternational.org
Edited and Printed by Rtn. Manju T.C. for Rotary Cochin International  Designed & Printed at Orakle (for Private Circulation only)

Prez’Voice..
Dear Friends in Rotary,

Let me congratulate one
and all of RCI family for a
wonderful installation
ceremony. The year
started off with a bang
with very good
participation during the
installation meeting.
District officials, Presidents and Secretaries of
sister clubs and our well wishers graced the
occasion. I would like to place on record our
sincere thanks to all of them.

The month was really action filled with a club
assembly, 2 speaker meetings, a board meeting,
a dental camp at Thevakkal School and a fun
filled family dinner. All our activities were well
attended by club members. We will keep this
tempo going in all our projects to follow.

Let me thank Rtns. SR, Shali and their family for
hosting the family dinner. We all enjoyed it and
it got us and all our families together.

Let me also congratulate Rtn. Falguni and the
team of annes for the meticulous planning for
the RYLA.

August is going to be a hectic month for us. We
are adding 2 more members, which will take our
strength to 38.  We plan to do a blood group
detection camp at Thevakkal, a lunch with the
inmates of an orphanage and  a medical camp.

Looking forward for good collective
participation from the entire RCI family for our
projects.

Wishing you all a very prosperous Onam.

Yours in Rotary

Aby
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Rtn.MPHF
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Dist.Governor

Rtn. Wilfrid J. Wilkinson
RI President

Team 2007-’08 takes over..
We had our installation of the new board, marking the beginning of the new rotary year
2007-’08, on 27th of june at Hotel Renaissance, Palarivattom.
The function was scheduled to begin at 7.30 and the members started trickling in from
7 PM. All those who had taken up various tasks were in the last minute frenzy; checking
and cross checking lists, doing and undoing presentation slides, briefing and debriefing
others.
 We began at 7.30. Annettes Vandana & Anagha took off in style and slowly the ceremony
was rolled out. Madan gave the invocation and Falguni welcomed the guests and
dignitaries. Chandru, urged the new board to compete with the future, not the past.

 Reji followed with the secretary’s report and a
spectacular presentation, painting the spectacular
performance last year.
SR introduced Aby, the incoming president, in his
inimitable style, with hitherto unheard of stories from
college days which left Ligi blushing and Aby
squirming in his seat. The changeover ceremony was

a dignified solemn moment. Outgoing Prez Chandru affixed the pin on Aby’s lapel,
handed over his regalia and declared him the new president of RCI.  The new president
then installed his team.
It was Sanjay who introduced the board members. He slowly unraveled a fabulous,
witty script which elicited guffaws from the audience frequently. There were a few RCI
private jokes and certain comments to which only the RCI men folk responded. Three
new members were inducted into the RCI fold. Mathew C George, Sunil Haridas and
Dr. Robin George have been attending our meetings with family and were already
considered a part of us in spirit. Prasanth introduced the new members and Asst Gov Dr.
Prakash Chandran performed the induction.
Reg. Sec Siby released the first issue of the Rocoint and first lady Ligi released the
Roster and presented it to outgoing first lady Kala. All the felicitations were short and
sweet. AG, RS, GGR Hari & RC of Cochin North Prez
Sunil Felicitated. Sec Pradeep proposed the vote of
thanks.   RCI team was present in full strength. SR
was in charge of the MC desk and Ravi the guest
registrations. Prasanth and Mathew manned the
presentations. Now we have a whole team of TFL
dedicated to attend to the club’s technical matters!!),
Madan outdid the official photographer and Rajeev V was all over the place, overseeing
everything.
We had Chinnappan after a long gap and the ‘aasthaana gaayakar’ dutifully performed
their regular quota... Hari’s soul stirring melodies and Chandru’s farewell tribute ‘chalte
chalte’ were followed by Prasanth and Aby’s must-listen regular numbers. But the
evening was stolen by the newly inducted oncologist and his wife. They treated the
audience to a variety of slow and fast numbers amidst whistling and encore calls and
egging them onto the dance floor. Chandru lead the dancers troupe.

....cont. to page 2

My first meeting with Reshma was like an INTERVIEW BOARD; Question
& Answer session!! Reshma likes to see me in SHERWANI. I love her for
her COOKING ABILITIES and she hates me for always CREATING

CONFUSIONS. She thinks I am NUTS! But my friends think I am a
SOBER GENTLE GIANT. SLEEPING OFF TO GLORY is my idea of

a romantic evening. And to relax and unwind, I FIGHT WITH MY
WIFE. While doing nothing I DREAM OF A LIFE WITHOUT

MARRIAGE.  I can eat CURD RICE any time of the day! Being
forced to just watch COGNAC without sipping is the ultimate

turn off for me. My worst fear is GETTING KILLED BY A
DOCTOR!! RUNNING in a MOVING BUS trying to reach

earlier than the bus, is me!! I think RCIans are a bunch of
NEWTONS, waiting  for the APPLE to fall instead of

PLUCKING it from the TREE!Dr. Robin George, Reshma
Rithik & Rohan

I admire Ann for being SUPPORTIVE.. Though she thinks I am CARING, she hates me
for SHOUTING at her. I love to see her in PINK Salwar, of course, pink is my favourite
COLOUR! She likes me wearing SHIRT & Mundu, the best. We share a common dream, A
SWEET HOME of our own. I watch TV while doing nothing and watching MOVIES is
fun! My Friends think I am the GOOD SAMARITAN! Vacation with FRIENDS & FAMILY
relaxes me; My favourite spot is MALDIVES! I feel sad when BAD things HAPPEN to
me. But GOOD SALES ORDERS and PRAWNS ROAST do excite me! I wish I had
chosen the ENGINEERING profession. SR NAIR is the person I most ADMIRE.
RCI is a GOOD and GREAT club, I enjoy being here!

Mathew C George,  Ann, Neha

I am ADVENTOROUS, Loving & BOLD. My friends think I am
COURAGEOUS. ORANGE is my favourite colour, but I like to see ANNIE in
a PURPLE SARI. Our first meeting with each other was HEAD BREAKING.
Annie is SYSTEMATIC, practical & LOVABLE. She thinks I am EGOISTIC
and hates me for DRUNKEN DRIVING. We dream of giving the best
EDUCATION to our daughter. My HOME is my favourite place in the
world. FICTION and ACTION movies excite me. I SLEEP while doing
nothing. My childhood dream was to be a PILOT. My worst fear is
LOSING loved ONES. I admire MOTHER TERESA for what

she is. People who don’t RESPECT others do turn me off!
What is more romantic than the watching the SUNSET

while cruising in the BACKWATERS!

Sunil Haridas
Annie,Anisha
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The Month that was...

Mystic Bell Chimes..
Our first family meet was at our charter president
SR’ s lovely new home, No. 7 Mystic Bells, on 21
July, Saturday.
In a brief meeting the forthcoming projects were
discussed and birthday & anniversary gifts were
distributed. Then guys plunged straight into water
but the more duty conscious ladies continued
discussing RYLA.

We had a magician Mr.Murali who entertained the
crowd with card, coin and rope tricks. The kids were all over him observing and letting
out the secrets behind his ‘tricks’ wherever he
goes. But there were one or two adults who
managed to get duped 3 times in a row !!       

We also celebrated the birthday of Anne Deepa
George, which fell on the same day.

Hosts SR & Shali made sure all were
comfortable and the Club Service Director who
doubled up as the Club Boy ensured a steady
supply of whatever the men asked for.

NRKs, Naomi and Chandru had also come down for
the occasion.

Night grew older and quieter and the Rotarians grew
merrier and nastier. Some annes managed to pull their
inebriated husbands and go home. Others jumped onto
the music wagon under the baton of Dr. Siby and
merrymaking continued. The pleas of annes fell on

deaf ears till they played the trump card- ‘SR’s mother’.

The hosts finally managed to close the door at 2.30AM, relieved and exhausted!

But we will be back!! Let the mystic bells continue chiming..

Given the authority, what would
YOU work on, to make Cochin a
better city to live in?

A. Good Roads
B. Hygiene & Health Measures
C. Strict Traffic Control
D. Efficient Law & Order

RCI Votes! Opinion Poll#2

The friendly smile and passion in posing for
a photograph remains unchanged. Who is he?
The mop of hair is the only clue I would be
able to give.

email your guesses to manjutc@gmail.com

Answer to B&W July : Aby

Black & W
hite

Making RCI proud..
Rtn. Reji Raman

Best Secretary 2006-’07
(Region I)
Outstanding Secretary
2006-‘07
(District 3200)

Rtn. Madan MJ

Best Performance Award in
New Generation 2006-‘07
(Region I)

C
elebrations ( A

ugest)

Birthdays
0 30 30 30 30 3 Tharun s/o Gibu

0 30 30 30 30 3 Juliet d/o Saji

0 40 40 40 40 4 M.Rohit s/o Manoj

1 01 01 01 01 0 Suma W/o Pradeep

1 51 51 51 51 5 Aishwarya d/o Dr. Sudheer

1 61 61 61 61 6 Alena d/o Cinu

1 81 81 81 81 8 Varun s/o Abraham

1 81 81 81 81 8 Manoj Madhav

2 12 12 12 12 1 Meria W/o Benny

2 22 22 22 22 2 Shalini d/o Siby T C

2 92 92 92 92 9 Ayushi d/o Madan

3 03 03 03 03 0 Anisha d/o Sunil H

Anniversaries
2 12 12 12 12 1 Dr. Sudheer & Sunitha

2 62 62 62 62 6 Rajeev Nair & Asha Nair

3 03 03 03 03 0 Prashanth Menon V & Reshmi
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editor’s thoughts..
what delights me most in wielding the editor’s pen ,
is that there is plenty to write about RCI..
the month of july was eventful..

cochin city is now showing an ugly face, thanks to
the lackadaisical attitude of the authorities.. the
response to RCI votes! categorically states what the
public thinks..
as in my favourite quote, ‘if you are not here with a
solution, you are part of the problem..’  so believes
SR and other RCIans.. we have already started
deliberating on what should be our contribution;
however small, it would definitely be significant..
the gist of our deliberations is included in this
issue .

the bonhomie of july, is pictured before you in these
pages..

yours in august

The first speaker meeting of the year happened on 11 July. It was also
first in the series of ‘Know your Rotary’ talks. Rtn. Balagopal, PP of
Cochin North spoke to us on the organisation structure and major
activities of Rotary International. He happily reminisced his various
interactions with our club, especially on the cricket arena, and also his
journey with the Rotary movement, starting from his Rotaract days. He
proudly told that what he is today, is all because of his involvement in Rotaract and later
Rotary. His talk was short & simple yet complete and clear. The talk was all the more
relevant as we have many new members and prospective members amongst us.

Rtn. Jacob Mappilachery from Rotary
Cochin East spoke to us on Socio
Economic Changes under India’s
present transformation on 18th of July.
With simple examples he explained that
in the name of globalisation the US is
controlling our trade, gaining access to
our consumer base, distorting our time tested ever envied
family and education system, eroding our values and also

changing our food habits and lifestyle, while they vehemently adopt our medicine, yoga,
food habits etc.  He felt that we should make use of this evil called globalisation by
sticking to our systems and values while making use of the open market like China did.
A lively discussion followed.

We had our first Board Meeting on June 25 at president Aby’s residence. There were
lively and fruitful discussions on Community projects, Interact, RYLA, the proposed
Health Exhibition and most importantly Subscription.  The respective directors appraised
the board of the various projects/activities undertaken in their avenue.

A Mouse Story..
It all started with a simple story forwarded by Madan; a mouse being worried about the
mouse trap in the house. The story slowly unraveled to see those animals who thought the
mouse trap threatened only the mouse, ended up being the victims. The point was, when
one of us is threatened, we are all at risk. You should take note of the problems that others
face as it may be your problem in future.

Prakash consolidated the point by quoting a poem about the inactivity of German
intellectuals following the Nazi rise to power, which finally consumed them. He added, the
future is unwritten, which one we get is upto us.

This was only a trigger. SR made a clarion call to all RCIans to stop remaining the passive
onlookers and do our bit, in tackling the major issue we all face in cochin, the Waste
Disposal or rather the lack of it. He urged all to be aware and spread awareness in whichever
way we can. He also asked us to initiate to steps in our house/apartment/resident assn on
alternative steps to use the solid waste to produce gas or manure.

There was a flurry of mails; most of the members chipped in with their thoughts & suggestions
and reiterated their commitment.

Shaju David gave detailed information on two doable options.. Vermi compost pot for
domestic use under the guidance of VFPCK and the Compact Biogas Plant by Dr. Anand
Karve.

Reji suggested we take this up as a Rotary project. Madan & Reji have been giving us
guidelines on the practical side; how to tackle the issue right at source, our homes; with
details of the types of waste, how to segregate them and the dos and don’ts. SR has been
moderating the email deliberations with his valuable inputs and directions.

We now need someone to own this project and take it forward. This one project would
enable all of us to say with pride, that we are TRUE Rotarians. And as SR had mentioned in
his mail, Let this not be limited to an ‘AArambha Shooratwam’ and let the momentum go.
Keep Tight and GO, GO, GO!!

Dental Camp at Thevakkal
We conducted a Dental Check up Camp at Govt LP
School, Thevakkal, last Sunday 29 July. Asst.
Governor Dr. Prakash Chandran inaugurated the
camp. A team of three doctors, Dr. Anjana, Dr. Roji &
Dr. Prasanth assisted Dr. Siby T Chennankara. 221
people including the students of this school and their
parents underwent the check-up. Dr. Siby spoke on
dental hygiene. All children were given tooth paste
& brush.  RCIans were present in good numbers to
ensure the smooth functioning of the camp. 

Hari was spotted suppressing a gleeful smile now
that there is female singer good enough to be his
duet partner. but like some film stars, what if she
chooses to team up only with her singer husband?
ha ha..
Festivity continued till Miriam rang the mess bell
and admonished the unruly rotarians to have
dinner before the food counter closes. One last drink
and one last song. chalte chalte was sung a third
time, this time by the whole group.
Some relaxed after being relieved of duties; some
raring to go forward discharging their
responsibilities in style; some looking forward to
simply enjoying a wonderful rotary year ahead..
All went back home, happy and content..

...Team 2007-’08
cont. from page 1

Beyond RCI..
• RI District 3190 was chosen to be the first ISO 9001-2000 certified district in the

rotary world for putting in place an excellent management system to facilitate

individual Rotary Clubs of the district.

• The 15th Rotary India award for the year 2006 was presented by Union Minister

Meira Kumar to Vatsalya, and NGO in Lucknow, for its consistent and focused

campaign against female foeticide and infanticide on June 1, 2007.

• The International fellowship of Cricket Loving Rotarians of RI District 3220, Sri

Lanka, will host the 5th World Rotary Cricket Festival from 12-18 August, 2007.

• RI District 3190 installed a bust sized statue of Paul Harris during the centennial

year at the junction of Lavelle Road and Madras Bank Road in Bangalore.

Happenings in the Rotary World
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