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Rotary Cochin International’s sixth vocational excellence award was presented to
Shani Prabhakaran of Manorama News.  Past Rotary District Governor, Babu Joseph
presented the award on 24,October, in a glittering function.
Every year, RCI has been recognizing outstanding professionals, who have excelled
in their chosen vocation and the
recipients of the previous years include
three eminent teachers and two doctors.
Shani was chosen for her exemplary
efforts in TV journalism to raise the
news anchoring standards with her
individual style of presentation and the
expertise on the subject.  She has earlier
won many awards including the State
Television award for Best News Anchor
in 2006.
PDG, in his speech explained the relevance of vocation to Rotary; it being the
foundation on which this movement is built.  SR Nair introduced Shani to the
audience, in Malayalam, as a mark of respect for her vocation.
Eminent journalist, columnist & social activist Leela Menon was also with us for the
evening. In her felicitation speech, she appreciated Shani for her presence of mind in
asking the right questions at the right time and the amount of preparation and depth
of knowledge on the subject she handles. This was reiterated by all the speakers.  AG
Prakash Chandran & RS Siby also felicitated the recipient of the award.
Shani, in an endearing acceptance speech, said that recognitions like this make her
more responsible and committed towards her profession. She opined that it is easy to
ask questions, answering them is more difficult; and the questions she asks are on
matters she would like to know as any common man, therefore accepted by the
viewers too.  She also shared her hopes, aspirations, experiences and learnings with
the audience.
Aby presided over the meeting, Hari welcomed the guests and Pradeep proposed the
vote of thanks.  Prasanth was the MC.

RCI Vocational Excellence Award
presented to Shani Prabhakaran

Rtn. Dr. Sudheer OV
Director-Community Services

Rotary Community Corps (RCC) is one of Rotary International’s nine
structured programs designed to help clubs and districts achieve their
service goals in their own communities and in communities abroad,
fostering fellowship and goodwill in the process.

A Rotary Community Corps is a group of non-Rotarian men and women
who share Rotarians’ commitment to service. Under the guidance of a

sponsoring Rotary club, dedicated RCC members put their own skills to work to
improve the quality of life in their communities.  We have nearly 16 RCC, sponsored
by city clubs.

We have initiated the procedures for our RCC at Maravanthuruth, a village near
Poothotta, 25 kms from the city. It is a village with 14 wards with about 900 to 1000

RCI begins Rotary Community Corps

Dear RCI family,

October was also a very busy
month for us. Our RCC at
Maravanthuruthu is shaping
up well. We had a couple of
meetings there with the local
people and the procedures
for setting up the RCC are
underway.

We had two PDGs visiting our club during the
month. We would like to thank PDG Rtn. Sunil
Zachariah and PDG Rtn. Babu Joseph for blessing
us with their presence in our meetings.

Our Vocational Excellence Award presentation
ceremony was a well attended meeting with both
our members and sister club Presidents and
Secretaries, along with district officials attending
in good numbers. I congratulate the RCI team for
the wonderful show.

November is going to be really action packed
with a lot of sister club competitions happening.
Anthakshari and Shruthilayam are going to see
the RCIans rocking.

Our fund raiser for Community Service Projects
also will be done in November.

Wishing you all a very happy Diwali.

YIR

Aby

(cont..page2)

You said ‘lt is easy to ask questions, but difficult
to answer them’. How is it now, facing the
questions of a person who is totally clueless on
the dos and don’ts of journalism?

Does journalism have a definition? For me it’s trying
to understand a subject which you don’t know. Just
like you ask questions while learning science in
school, which comes to you naturally, I too ask
questions to know more about the subject. Whenever
I have deviated from this and tried to pose as an
exper t, I have failed miserably. But, answering
questions is not that easy.

You also mentioned, TV journalism should be all
about letting the visuals speak. But our News
Channels are running non-stop Talk Shows &
discussions.

Malayalam News channels are evolving; our
journalism culture is now at the stage where we are
obsessed with the words, and making news/
questions out of the answers we elicit out.
TV is different from Radio & Print Media, for it has the
power of visuals. I have heard my teachers, mentors
and all media gurus speak about this dream of
reaching that level, where we take our audience to all
unseen truths where no words are required.  It’s also
the dream of the new generation.

How differently have Indiavision and Manorama
News influenced you?

I moved from the field/ desk to face the camera, in
Indiavision. That is where I learnt the ropes, it being
the pioneer in News Channels. There we worked on
sheer confidence and gusto, taking things as it
comes.  In Manorama, one thing I prize most is the

Rtn.MPHF
L.Narayanaswamy
Dist.Governor

Rtn. Wilfrid J. Wilkinson
RI President

disappointments with each other. Priji is the biggest
support in my life.
Given a choice, which would you choose; Print or
TV journalism?

After three years, yes, it would definitely be Print.
And a women’s magazine like Vanita. I come from a
remote village and at that time, Vanita was like a
window through which I viewed the world outside.
My mother kept quoting Vanitha for everything from
kitchen solutions to health issues.  I think women’s
magazines are the best media to enlighten and
influence women.
Once you go on air, there is no looking back. There
would have been moments when you don’t want
to go on, or you regret later..

 One such incident is the recent controversy on late
MLA Mathai Chacko. I strongly feel, no one, par ty or
Church, has a right to rake up such delicate personal
matters or beliefs especially when that person himself
is no longer here to clarify. I myself was totally
shattered while handling that discussion.  There were

other  incidents where I have continuously nagged
politicians which I later felt was quite uncalled for.

There would also have been touching moments,
where your reporting made some difference to
someone else’s life?

During my stint with Indiavision based in Wynad, we
came across a tribal colony suffering from depression
and mental disorders out of starvation.  Soon after
the report came on air, I received a call from the
Chief Minister’s office asking for the whereabouts
and later Dist Collector informed that he received
instructions to get immediate relief to the colony.  I
still cherish that moment.  I also remember the
incident where we chased VS who was Opposition
leader then, on his birthday, from place to place
seeking an interview. Finally he relented to be asked
one question but went on talking for thir ty minutes!

Funny situations…?

All are scared of VS Achutanadan as he can be really
tough. Once with Indiavision, I got an exclusive
opportunity to accompany him on a boat ride to
Mullaperiyar. He answered my questions for thirty
minutes, when we realized the cameras were not
rolling!!

Your idol in life?

My father. How a parent can develop a child’s
personality by not influencing him/her, I learnt from
my father. My parents have been supportive all the
way; they let me free into the world to live my life, and
that have made my ties closer to my family. In my
profession, it is none other than Nikesh sir of
Indiavision, for his fighting spirit.

When Manorama News was
launched on a Chingam 1,
the very first news bulletin

was anchored by Shani. She continues
with her shows, asking the questions
we have been longing to ask, probing
for solutions we have been seeking for.
She continues being the voice of every
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access to resources. There is no word to describe
the amount of data stored in the research library.
And I have become more disciplined and
systematic.

Manorama has many journalists who
have grown beyond the brand
Manorama. How is it to be like working
with journalists like Johny Lukose?

Johny Lukose sir has never tried to mould us into
his style. He is the kind of person who observes
people, and gives tasks which suites us the best.
His advice which I value most is that our questions
should be aimed at eliciting answers out of people
without antagonising them; we are not here to win
an argument or prove a point. He is like a mentor to
us.

Going back to the beginning, what made you think
of journalism as a career?

It was an accident; it was only a stop gap arran
gement ti l l  I get PG
admission in Zoology, that
too because my father
insisted.  But I enjoyed
that one year as never
before and here I am.

Your dream is to go into
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
journalism. Can you
please elaborate on that?

When it comes to news, people have different
interests; politics, agriculture, trade and so on. But
every issue will undoubtedly have a bearing on the
common man’s life in some way or the other. The
internal issues of a Regional Par ty have left an
important ministry without a minister, for months,
which has a direct impact on the living conditions in
the state. All issues in politics or any other field we
ignore, have similar impact on our lives. The media
should present every news as interesting and
enlightening to the common man and be instrumental
in the development of the society. Probably it is too
nascent a stage to think about it, but it is my dream.

How being a woman has helped you in this
career? I have always felt, women are better
listeners, more observant and good in reading
the unsaid.

Yes, we women anchors have often shared it among
ourselves; some traits normally branded as negative,
we have utilised constructively, though unknowingly.
Many comments which men would let pass, we
would grab and that would decide the further course
of the discussion. My husband has pointed this out
to me often.

It’s quite a clichéd question; how is it to have two
journalists under the same roof? Do you discuss
work at home?

We are two friends,
discussing everything
under the sun and
sharing our thoughts,
dreams, tensions and
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Once upon a time,
he too was a child!!!!!

Email your guesses to
manjutc@gmail.com.

Answer to B&W October:
Reji Raman

Black & W
hite

editor’s  thoughts..

Shani impressed us with her work

and endeared herself with her talk..

more of shani’s thoughts on the last

page; excerpts from an hour long

conversation I had with her..

RCI votes! shows that RCIans are in

two minds about the spiritual

relevance of festivals.. nevertheless,

let us celebrate diwali..

dil se..

families in each ward. Mainly very poor
people, the source of income is fishing and
most of them are manual labourers. After the
first visit to that place, we felt our club can do
some active service in this place which should
be continuing and long lasting.

The first meeting was held on October 14, with
the local people and Panchayat members. SR
& AG explained to them about Rotary, RCI
and the services that Rotary could arrange for the needy through the proposed RCC.

Apart from the RCIans and  AG , we had a tream from AIMS. Dr Nandhni, Dr Rahul, Dept of
Pain and Palliative, along with the camp co-ordinator have been providing training
programmes to the volunteers in the Panchayat, equipping them to attend to minor para
medical needs.

 We also donated one wheel chair to an old lady who is an amputee. On 28th October, we
conducted a prostrate Detection Camp under Dr. Sanjay’s leadership.

As a continuation of this process, the local people of Maravanthuruthu have to form a committee
of at least 10 members with office bearers
among them and a formal installation will
take place. The co-ordinator Mr. Sivan has
already held a meeting to form the group.

Having an RCC will help us to focus our time,
efforts and money at one deserving place and
thereby making a difference to their lives and
fulfilling our commitment towards the society
and Rotary objectives.

Speaker Meeting
Know your Rotary

PDG Sunil Zachariah
delivered the third talk
in the Know your
Rotary series on 10,
October.  The topic was
on Rotary Fellowship
and all the rotarians

were all ears.  He shared his experiences on
the various aspects of fellowship, to meet, to
greet, to eat and to retreat, interlaced with
humour.

Board Meeting

Our third board meeting was held at Rtn.
Manoj Madhav’s residence on 6, October.
Vocational Excellence award, Bhavana &
RCC topped the agenda. Rtn. Prasanth was
selected Chairman of Bhavana.

(cont..from page1)

RCI begins RCC..

Prostrate Detection Camp

Congratulations!

Rtn. Ravi Karollil
Secretary ,

Gold& Silver Merchants’  Association

Bhavana 2008, the youth festival for special children,
will take place on Jan 12 at Ekm Dist Cooperative
Bank Hall at Kakkanad. We formally kicked off the
project on 10 October, during our weekly meeting.
This is one project we all hold close to our hearts,
and work untiringly towards making it a memorable
experience for the kids. This is the fifth year we are
doing it.

Earlier, Rtn. Prasanth was selected Chairman of the
project.  He gave a presentation on Bhavana, the emotional involvement we have with this
project, what we have been doing and what we are striving to achieve his year.

Thanks to Annie Sunil, we have secured a
major sponsorship from DLF and the
project will be promoted as DLF Bhavana
2008.  The club has set an ambitious target
for sponsorship this year and this will go
towards the corpus for the special school
we envisage. We are also conducting a film
show as a fund raiser.

Various committees have been formed for
the smooth conduct of the program and

they are already on the job. We are expecting approximately 600 participants from Ernakulam
and the neighbouring districts. We have already received feelers from the schools that they
are eagerly looking forward to this event.

Bhavana 2008: A Curtain Raiser

C
elebrations ( N

ovem
ber)

Birthdays
0 10 10 10 10 1 Pooja d/o Chandra Sekharan

0 40 40 40 40 4 Vivek Kartha

0 60 60 60 60 6 Abhijith s/o Balakrishnan

1 71 71 71 71 7 Meera R w/o Manoj Menon

1 91 91 91 91 9 Manju T C

2 12 12 12 12 1 Divya d/o Pradeep Kumar

2 22 22 22 22 2 Falguni Madan

2 82 82 82 82 8 Asha w/o Vivek Kartha

3 03 03 03 03 0 Emily d/o Shaju David

Anniversaries
1 01 01 01 01 0 Jagan & Manjula

1 81 81 81 81 8 Lellulal & Seena

1 81 81 81 81 8 Vivek Kartha & Asha

2 52 52 52 52 5 Prakash & Miriam

2 62 62 62 62 6 Shaju David & Manju

Obituary...

Kadheeja Mohemed,
mother of Rtn. Abdul Salam,

passed away on October 21.

She was 68.

Our deepest condolences..

RCI Votes! Opinion Poll# 5
Our festivals have lost its spiritual relevance
and have become mere occasions for
celebrations and shopping. Do you agree?

A. True & It is sad

B. Not at all!

C. Yes, but it is okay.

Beyond RCI..
• Pakistan presented RI President Wilkinson with the Sitara-e-Eisaar (Star of Sacrifice),

one of the highest honours bestowed there, to honour Rotary’s swift relief efforts after
the earthquake in Kashmir.

• RI president is in India in December to attend the Presidential Membership Conferences
at various cities.

• RC Ichalkaranji, RI District 3170 organised an‘International RYLA’ for hearing impaired
students. They have Interact and Rotaract Club of the deaf and had earlier conducted
RYLA at the District, Inter-District and National Levels.

• RI District 3010 Social Welfare Society has initiated steps to set up a Multi-specialty
health care facility, which includes, Disability Resource centre, Blood Bank, a
Pathological Lab with automated equipments and so on.

• RC Keonjhar, RI District 3260, organized the ‘Gift of Sight’ programme in which hundreds
of underprivileged and visually impaired people benefited.

Classification talk   • Fund Raiser for Communtiy
Service Projects • RCC formation at Maravanthuruthu
Diwali Celebrations • Speaker Meeting

Events in
November

Happenings in the Rotary World
We conducted a medical camp at
Maravanthuruth on 28, October, which was
attended by more than 50 people. A team of

doctors from AIMS, led by Dr. Sanjay Bhat
took care of the prostrate detection while Dr.
Sudheer set up a General check up section.

This camp has helped us to make the people
aware of the possibilities of  RCC we have
planned for this village.




